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In 1502 Columbus became the first European to encounter 
chocolate. His encounter with chocolate and its later adoption 
by Europeans demonstrates the influence of exploration on the 
world. At times the pursuit of the unknown has been for sur-
vival, ideas, greed, or curiosity. During the semester students 
will study the impact of local discoveries (such as chocolate or 
silver) on a global scale. The course can count as a non-
western elective on teaching and non-teaching programs. 


