
����������

 Partially in response 
to higher standards for 
Michigan Foreign Language 
teachers, all of our language 
majors must now have a 
study-abroad experience and 
at least 30 hours of credit at 
the 300 level or above.  Mi-
nors also are required to 
study abroad and earn 20 
hours of credit at the 300 

level or above.  The State of 
Michigan requires that FL 
teacher candidates demon-
strate speaking proficiency 
at the Advanced-Low level 
of the American Council of 
Teachers of Foreign Lan-
guages Proficiency Scale.   
Our pre-candidate teachers 
who have taken these Oral 
Proficiency Interviews over 

the phone have done very 
well, with more than 90% 
achieving at that level.   Due 
to the increased level of pro-
ficiency required for teach-
ers, however, our depart-
ment has decided to elimi-
nate all programs for teach-
ing minors.   
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Greetings Alumni and Friends, 

We decided that it was time to connect in more ways with our friends and alumni, and a newsletter seemed the best way to 
do so.  While we see some of you at Homecoming, others at the Michigan World Language Association, and even some on 
third floor Pearce as you return for a visit,  we do not see the majority of you, even though we may have email contact.  
Many of you have asked for updates, and hopefully this format, though novice in its beginnings, will help connect us all.  
If successful, we may continue on an annual basis. 

We have had many changes in the past few years, one being that I replaced Jim Jones who did an exemplary job of chair-
ing our department from 1998 to 2007.   Although this will be my third year as chairperson, I continue to appreciate the 
dedication and support of our previous chairs and of our very dedicated and talented faculty.   In addition to leadership, 
however, we have had many other personnel and curricular changes that you will find highlighted in various sections of 
the newsletter as well as news on recent faculty and student accomplishments.  Please keep us updated on what you are 
doing so we may include you in next year’s newsletter, for what unites us all is not only our CMU experience, but our de-
sire to create a better world though mutual understanding—the cornerstone of which is knowledge of diverse languages 
and cultures. 

We hope to see you at Central’s homecoming October 10th in the CHSBS tent, at the Michigan World Language Confer-
ence in Lansing on October 15th and 16th, or on third floor Pearce if you care to stop by for a visit. 

Sincerely, 

Susan Knight 
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Request for Information Form  
Please send us news on your accomplishments - job, marriage, and children, etc.  

Name __________________________________________________________________ 
  First   Middle   Last    Maiden  

Address _________________________________________________________________ 
  Street       City    State   Zip  

Telephone (____)_____________ Email _______________________________________  

Degree(s)/Major(s) you received______________ Year(s) you graduated _____________ 

News ___________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Please return this form to: CMU – Department of Foreign Languages, Literatures & Cultures,  

Pearce Hall, Room 305, Mount Pleasant, MI 48859 or you can email your updates to 
 cotte1pk@cmich.edu.  We look forward to hearing from you.  Thank you. 
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Spring 2009 SCREE (Student Creative Research Endeavor Exhibit) at CMU.   
Heather Shock presented her research from FRN 597 entitled, “Vive le 

Québec libre.” 
 
Other Awards/Honors 

Heather Shock was accepted into the French MA program at Bowling 
Green University. 
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French student Mike Tyle II (’09) has been accepted to the French government’s 

assistantship program.  He will be teaching English at a French high school in 
Versailles, France. 

Brittany Yansak (’09) has been accepted as a recruit to the Peace Corps. 
Derek Howell (’08) and Jamie Archer (’08) were assistants in France for the past 

year. 
Jenna Gatske (’08) began a master’s program in Natural Resources at University 

of Wisconsin-Steven’s Point. 
Mike Knight (’08) began a master’s 

program in Political Science at 
CMU. 

Christopher Wiesman (’08) began a  
master’s program in French at 
Bowling Green University. 
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 This program contin-
ues to be of interest to many 
for its unique aspects of sum-
mer study abroad and Satur-
day course offerings.  This 
past summer 10 students went 
to Alicante, Spain.   In the 
fall, in addition to the Satur-
day class, a hybrid course will 

be offered with most of the 
work and presentation done 
online. Dr. Rengifo is coordi-
nator of the program and any-
one interested in working on 
graduate hours or an MA in 
Spanish can contact her at 
rengi1a@cmich.edu. 
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� Dr. Gisela Moffit 
retired last year, and Dr. 
Daniela Richter was hired 
to take her place.  Dr. Jim 
Jones has been teaching 
full time since stepping 
down as chair, as well as 
Janet Lein, who will be on 
sabbatical this upcoming 
fall.  We have a part-time 
position that Dominik Wolff 
will fill this year. 
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The German honor-

ary, Delta Phi Alpha , has 
two new members: Rachel 
O’Hara and Nicole 
Shackelford. 

The weekly conver-
sation hour, Stammtisch , is 
led by our three German 
exchange students and our 
three returning CMU stu-
dents. Students at the inter-
mediate and advanced lev-
els attend. 

The German Club , 
advised by Dr. Daniela 
Richter, had another suc-
cessful albeit challenging 
year. Under a new presi-
dent and vice president, the 
German Club organized 
various social as well as 
academically oriented 
events throughout the fall 
and spring. To combat rela-
tively low attendance (about 
10 students per meeting) 
the club organized social 
events, such as bowling 
night at the SAC, a movie 
night showing a recent Ger-
man movie and game 
nights where students 
played German board 

games.  Another event fea-
tured American students 
who had been studying or 
doing an internship in Ger-
many as well as German 
students who are currently 
studying at CMU. These 
speakers presented their 
experiences in Germany, 
gave information on how to 
organize and plan for a 
study abroad or internship 
experience in Germany. 
This event was extremely 
well received and will be-
come a regular feature of 
German Club in the future.   

The German Club 
also reached out to a fellow 
German Club at MSU to 
join them in a trip to Uncle 
John’s Cider Mill, in Octo-
ber. This event featured 
time for both clubs to hang 
out, enjoy hot cider and a 
hay ride through the or-
chard.  In addition another 
alliance was forged with 
Alma College’s German 
Club, whose theatrical per-
formance members of 
CMU’s German Club at-
tended in March, 2009. 
Hopefully future collabora-
tions will result from this. 
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Spring 2009 SCREE (Student Creative Research Endeavor Exhibit) at CMU.   
 
Julianna Lovik, German major, presented her Honor’s project  entitled “American Sign Language as a Foreign Lan-

guage: Analyzing the Status of ASL at CMU.” 
 

Other Awards/Honors 
 
Jared Maul, a German teaching major for secondary education, was admitted to the AAATG’s (American Association of 

Teachers of German) MUTPED seminar in Leipzig, June 28-July 26, 2008. This seminar focuses on developing 
students’ oral competency in German on the K-12 level as well as giving the participating instructors the tools for 
assessing, teaching and practicing oral competency in the classroom. The application process was highly competi-
tive and it was a great achievement for Jared to get accepted.    

Adam Orange was selected to participate in the same program at the University of Leipzig from June 13-July 11, 2009. 
 

Daniel Nikolits, a past German major, was awarded a prestigious Congress-Bundestag Youth Exchange for Young Pro-
fessionals Scholarship for study and an internship in Germany next year. Almost five hundred people applied and 
only seventy-five were selected for this very competitive scholarship. 

Sara Kuehlhorn is an English instructor with the University of California, Riverside, Yongin Center in South Korea.   
 

 � 
 � � ) �! " " � � # �$ � � � � � � �

� .���	����
	��������������
	
����
	� 	
��
������
� �����
	������������
����	��
�����
���
	���	����
	�������� �������/�	0
���-� � � � � �
� ����!���
	��������!����������	���������
��2�	����! �	��
�	
���������	��������
�����
��
��&�����	��
��/�	��� ���������

/
����0���������
;�!�J
	"���	����
������&/K����0
����������������
�������
��
��
&�9������;
���0
%�	-��
� &���
�!�	��	��
���8���
������
	���
	�
��0
����������������0
����������	���	����
�������������
��
/�	�������
���

����������

3������������-�&
�%�������%����
	������!�	���	���
� ����������%��
�
��������%#�����	���������&/����
��	�
	�%#���&/��� �0
%�	�-� � � � � �
� L���������	�����
�
	��
�%����
�����
	����������
�� ��

�!�	��L�2
���������-�L��!������������-L� �
� ��	����#����
�
��������������23����������
�������
����/�	�������%���
�������
����#�/�	��������������� ���	�������
��/�	������!�
�
�	�!	����������
	
������%#��������� ����������
�
���������

��������	����	
���
������������������� ���%����������
����#��%	
���
	
�	��������	��
���
!��
�����������-� L�����
������	����������������9
������
����
	���	��������� ��%���!�����0
!�#�����	�����
����������
������������������������� ��������0
�
�������������
	��	����	�	������������������������ ���������
�
��������	
��/�	�����
�

��	�-L������ ������
��� �����23�
�
������
	
����
	���������	�
�������
	������������� �������	���	���
���������	�����
�	�����-�L��������
�������������

" �����������
�
����
��#������������������������������������������� ����������������
������
���	��
����
����	��/�	������	���������	
���� ���
	�
�	��
/�	����	���
���L�:����������-� � �
� ����	��
�
	����������������	%�	���	�0�������!�	��� 
	�
��������������������0����2���������
	�������������� ���
���0
��
�K�����������!�	�0��������������	������
������J� �	�>'++IA�%#�
����3���		�����
	�9�����
	�L�#�M�0��� �N�H���$�O�
# �	��P	�
7���������	���	�L�!������
������
�����������#
����� ���������	���	��
�������/�	���������	

�-���������
	������������
	�� �����Q*�
��������������
����!
	"��

��
��	�����
����'*�#��	� -� �
� 2
�����%��������������/�	��������23����'+,(�����
	���	�������	��
	�������R*�#��	��
����	����-�

��
�'��
����!������=�
�	�!��	�'�������



� The American Association of 
Teachers of German (AATG) and the 
Goethe-Institut New York will present their 
annual Certificate of Merit Award to Judy 
Cooper of Alpena High School.   
 She is one of five recipients of the 
2009 award for outstanding achievement in 
furthering the teaching of German in 
schools of the United States.  This award 
has been presented annually since 1978 

and Cooper, a CMU alum, is only the 
third Michigan teacher to be so honored.   
 This is Cooper’s second major 
recognition this year.  Her first was the 
State of Michigan AATG Chapter’s 
honor, the Dusden award for outstanding 
effort and achievement in German lan-
guage instruction.   

4���	�
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 This continues to be a strong, two-year program.  
Thirty-three students were enrolled in JPN 101 in the fall 
and 23 in JPN 102 in the spring.  Offering for 2009-2010 
will be 201 and 202.  Dr. Roger Hammer was on sabbati-
cal last year, but will be returning.  In his absence, Maiko 
Bronson took his place. 
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year ago Mary Gillingham 
and Lorrie Murray organ-
ized a Spanish session 
entitled  “Mexican Fiestas y 
Festividades”.   This past 
summer, Daniela Richter 
and Cristen Vernon of-
fered two sessions of their 
class “Pretzels and Piña-
tas,” in which participants 
learned about the origin of 
the pretzel and the piñata 
and got to try them both 
out along with learning 
basic phrases in both lan-

guages.  The sessions 
each year have received 
superlative comments. 
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For the past two 
years our de-
partment has 
been part of 
Grandparents 
U, a few days in 
June when 
Grandparents 
can bring their 
grandchildren to 
campus, live 
and eat in the 

dorms and take exciting 
classes geared to the 8-12 
year-old interest level.  A 
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 Beginning Arabic and Chinese offerings were both 
added this past academic year.—two Arabic 101 classes 
in the fall and one Chinese; and one section of 102 in 
each language in the spring.  Enrollments for the fall were 
39 in Arabic and 27 in Chinese; for spring they were 14 
and 7 respectively. We are offering  two sections of 101 in 
each language this upcoming fall, and one of 102 in the 
spring.  Ghada Sharaf Eldin Ibrahim teaches the Arabic 
courses and Lily Kalantar, the Chinese. 



Three new scholarships have been added in the past few years:  
 

· The Gilles Labrie Scholarship was established by John Labrie in 
 honor of his father.  It is given annually to a signed French major 

 
· The Eric Kadler Scholarship  is awarded annually to students with a 
 major  in French, German or Spanish and a major or minor in 
 another foreign language. Dr.  Kadler was also a long- time pro
 fessor of French and  also a previous chair of the department.  

 
· Esther Moreno Kulhavi, a CMU alumnus who majored in Spanish 

 and French, created a new scholarship this year in honor of her 
 parents, the Reverend Albert and Trinidad Moreno .  The 
 scholarship will benefit students interested in studying in Latin 
 America. 

If you would like to see the complete list of scholarship opportunities, check out 
our website at http://www.chsbs.cmich.edu/FLLC/MAIN/fllc_scholarships/
FLLCscholarships.htm. 
 
If you would like to contribute to an existing scholarship, please fill out the form 
on the last page.  

�
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knowledge.   Addition-
ally, students come to 
our department to study 
abroad in countries with 
less commonly taught 

languages, many of 
which are not offered at 
CMU.   This past year 
there were 25 in this 
category.   

�!%�(�)*�����
   Since we have 
added a required study-
abroad component for 
majors and minors in all 
languages, our numbers 
have increased.  There 
are a total of 94 students 
in our 3 major/minor lan-
guages going abroad in 
2009 compared to 75 in 
2008. We are encourag-
ing students to go on 
longer programs (i.e., 
semester rather than just 
summer) in order to gain 
proficiency and cultural 
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 Foreign Language Day 
2009 was another success.  This 
year was our 37th annual and just 
over 1300 high school students vis-
ited CMU’s campus, that number 
remains constant from 2008.  Some 
travel from as far away as three 
hours to attend each year.  Patti 
Cotter, the director, did an excellent 
job and is planning April 30 as the 
2010 Foreign Language Day. 
 For information and pictures 
about this past Foreign Language 
Day or the upcoming, please click 
on Foreign Language Day on the 
department website. 
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Artist Louise Chan dem-
onstrated traditional Chi-
nese painting for students 
in Lily Kalantar's Elemen-
tary Chinese II course. 

Chan explained the tech-
niques and equipment 
used to create Chinese 
brush paintings.  The art-
ists paint with continuous 
brushstrokes of various 
lengths and widths and 
strive for creating har-
mony in their artwork. 

Her brushes are made of 
bamboo handles with ani-
mal hair tips. She mixed 
water with a small glob of 
black ink to paint two 
bamboo stalks--one domi-
nant and one in the back-
ground--blowing in the 
wind. A single "lonely" 
stalk or two equal stalks 
would disrupt the har-
mony of the painting. 

She created different 
shades of black and gray 
by increasing and de-

creasing the 
amount of water in 
the ink mixture. She 
finished the paint-
ing by adding white 
ink to create a 
snowy scene. 

One lucky student, 
Keith Phillis who 
correctly answered 
a question about 
Chan's painting, 
went home with the 
artwork. 
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Merci Beaucoup  Danke, Grazie,   Muchísimas gracias  to all of the friends, alumni and faculty who have made generous contribu-
tions this past year.  Your gifts are used for many purposes— from sending students abroad either by creating new scholarships or 
funding existing ones to supporting our department by helping us purchase instructional materials or fund other educational activi-
ties.   Tuition increases and higher study abroad cost coupled with the poor Michigan economy have made your support and generos-
ity even more appreciated.   For those of you who would like to make a contribution, please fill out the tear-off form and return it 
with your check. 

The following are accounts within the Department of Foreign Languages in need of on-going support:  

Scholarships: 

� Eric H. Kadler Award for Study Abroad (#66766): Scholarship to study abroad awarded to students with a major in French, Ger-
man or Spanish and a major or minor in another foreign language.  

� Jacques E. and Helen M. (Baer) Perry Scholarship (#66410): Scholarship awarded to students majoring in French, German or 
Spanish.   

� Edana DuGuay Scholarship for French Study Abroad (#66385): Scholarship awarded to students majoring in French to study 
abroad in France or Quebec.  

� Gilles Labrie Scholarship in French Studies (#66747): Scholarship awarded to student who have signed a major in French 

� Charlotte B. Evans Scholarship for German Study Abroad (#66398): Scholarship awarded to students with a major or minor in 
German to study abroad. 

� Elizabeth Etnire Scholarship for Spanish Study Abroad (#66396): Scholarship awarded to Spanish education students to study 
Spanish abroad. 

� Nancy and Ted Kortes Spanish Award (#66493): Scholarship awarded to students with a major or minor in Spanish to study Span-
ish in Spain or Latin America. 

General Department Fund (#9100016) 

 

Please send your contributions to: Central Michigan University, Department of Foreign Languages, Literatures 
& Cultures, Pearce Hall, Room 305, Mount Pleasant, MI 48859  

 

Account # donating to __________________ Amount of contribution $ _________________ Payment: �  Check enclosed �  Credit card  

Name on Card ____________________________________ Number _______________________________Expiration Date _____________  


