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DB STAR

Summer 2007

Hello Everyone!

The end of the school year proved to be very busy! We had a lot of
consultation requests, several new referrals, provided some
training, and continued working on our post-secondary transition
initiative.

Our summer promises to be quite busy as well, but in a different
way. Nicole and I will both be attending trainings and conferences,
so that we are up to date on research-based, best and promising
practices for children who are DeafBlind and their families. In mid-
July, I will be at the Project Director's Meeting and Nicole will go to
Perkin’s School for the Blind for the Dr. Olaf McLetchie Institute
Foundations is the Education of Learners With Deafblindness.
Later that month, we will both attend the CHARGE conference in
California. As you will note from the census summary included in
this newsletter, CHARGE is one of the major causes of
DeafBlindness for children residing in Michigan.

In August, | will travel to lllinois with Jill Gaus to collaborate with
the lllinois DeafBlind consumer group. We will support their efforts
in establishing a camp like the DeafBlind Workshop (DBW). Jill
and | will then return to Michigan and work together to conduct the
2007 DBW at DeSalles, in Brooklyn, Michigan. We hope to see
lots of educational interpreters there!

We are also gearing up for a very exciting training opportunity
scheduled for November 13", 2007. Dr. Jan van Dijk is returning
to Michigan! Dr. van Dijk is scheduled to present on the
differences between autism and congenital DeafBlindness. This
training will be held at the Oakland Schools Building in Waterford,
Michigan. Please check our website, or call the project, for
registration information. While ample seating is available, register
early to ensure that you have a space held for you at the training.

This newsletter is dedicated to the families served by DB Central.
Despite our busy travel schedule, Nicole and | will both be making
time throughout the summer for consultation. Do not hesitate to
call the project if you have any questions or concerns. Have a
great summer!
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Take time this
summer to stop
and notice the
little things! Use
all of your senses
to take in the
season and
remember it for
years to comel
Here, Matthew
Troupe admires
his reflection in
the hubcap of 3
fire truck at a

festival he
attended with his
family.

OK
Singing, signing and dancing her heart o

Emily-Ann Davis performed in her school’'s 2007 SimgHands
production at St. Louis High School. Emily-Ann kothe stage
for several acts and changed costumes at leaste3'ti Here she
is seen wearrng one of the costumes that her momemma her

n We want to hear from vouI
7 We like to hear your stories! Whether it is a ghftom ar
C trip or outing, a poem or story that your child hegtten, a*«
j siblings outlook, or a parents breakthrough; thbgegs are™"

. not only important to us, they also inspire andoemage
__ strength in other families.

. If you, or someone in your family, have storiesstare or..
7+ have suggestions on what to include in upcomingstestw: -
“r ters, drop us a line or give us a call and letnmk Yr

Email: dbcen@cmich.edu
Phone: 1-888-758-0508 (v/tty)
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I There is nothing stronger than the bond between
I brothers. Adam Hamill (center front) shares a falay
I moment with his big brother Matthew.

" #

Tuesday, November 13, 2007
9:00 am—3:30 pm
Oakland Schools Building, Waterford, Ml

Register on the website
www.dbcentral.org
or call tollfree
1(888) 758-0805 (V/TTY)
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By Nicole Bruce & Beth Kennedy

D _ _ _ Barbara and Beth were able to interact more
uring the first week of May, the project had closely with the child and were able to talk
the honor of hosting Dr. Barbara McLetchie, anwith his mother. The entire visit was video-
international consultant and expert on DeafBlind-taped and clips were used to demonstrate
ness. Dr. points made at the train-
McLetchie wa ings.

invited to do sev-
eral consultation
with local student
and conduct tw
regional training
for parents an
professionals. The
presentations f
cused on fun
tional activitie
and communic
tion strategies f
learners who are
DeafBlind. Dr!

A training was held the
following day at the
Oakland Schools Build-
ing in Waterford. Ideas
such as building trust,
being a good communi-
cation partner, and natu-
ral learning opportuni-
ties were discussed
throughout the work-
shop. Video footage
from the local visits, as
well as footage of stu-

McLetchie was in charge of the DeafBlind teacherdents at Perkins School for the Blind, was used
training program at Boston College for many to highlight key points of the presentation. At-
years, and was Beth Kennedy's graduate schodkendees participated in simulations, using

advisor. Beth had the honor of co-presenting withblindfolds and

her mentor at both trainings.

On May 12007, Barbara and
Beth conducted three func-
tional assessments at the
Marion D. Crouse Instruc-
tional Center in Flushing.
They were able to interact
with the students and staff,
and spent time observing the
students’ daily routines.
Nicole Bruce accompanied

them, capturing video footage

earplugs, to help them better
understand the concepts. Ap-
proximately 40 parents and

professionals participated in

this workshop.

On May 3% Barbara, Beth,

and Nicole were on the west-
ern side of the State. A func-
tional assessment was con-
ducted for one student at
Doris Klaussen Developmen-
tal Center, located in Battle
Creek. Nicole videotaped the

to be used for the trainings. That afternoon, avisit, so that footage of local students would be
fourth functional assessment took place at a preavailable for the next training. The trio also
schooler’s home in South Lyon. During this visit, conducted a functional assessment during a
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home visit in Richland, near Kalamazoo. Beth toe&rdhe camera for part of the visit, so that Necol

could join in the activities with the family. Songeeat footage was taken for the training held tie f
lowing day.

A second “Real Life Learning” presentation was done
May 4" at the Kalamazoo RESA. Like the one in Water-
ford, this training also included video examplesd an
simulation activities. Approximately 25 parents gno-
fessionals attended this workshop.

DB Central would like to thank Oakland Schools fioo-
viding us with conference space and lunch On May 2,
2007, and K-RESA for accommodating our last minute
change of location. We were warmly received ahlibe
Marion D. Crouse Instructional Center and the Doris
Klaussen Developmental Center. A special thank tgou
the parents who allowed us to videotape their ohildso that the footage would be available totrai

people to better meet the needs of children whe maultiple disabilities. Thank you ALL for your
support!

If you missed Dr. Mcletchie and Beth
Kennedy’s “Real Life Learning” workshop

and would like a copy of the materials, there
are a limited number of copies available.

Call DB Central at (888) 758-0508 (V/TTY) to
request your copy!
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PCOminG EVENTS

July 1-6 August 5-10

Family Literacy Week | Art Week

Holley Family Village, Brooklyn, Mi Holley Family Village, Brooklyn, Ml

Contact: Diana Leatherman, Facility Coor. Contact: Diana Leatherman, Facility Coor.
hei@desales.org hei@desales.org

(517)592-2389 (TTY) or (517) 8218 (fax/voice) (517)592-2389 (TTY) or (517) 8218 (fax/voice)
July 8-13 August 16-19

Family Literacy Week I Deaf/Blind Week

Holley Family Village, Brooklyn, Mi Holley Family Village, Brooklyn, Mi

Contact: Diana Leatherman, Facility Coor. Contact: Diana Leatherman, Facility Coor.
hei@desales.org hei@desales.org

(517)592-2389 (TTY) or (517) 8218 (fax/voice) (517)592-2389 (TTY) or (517) 8218 (fax/voice)
July 13-15 September 15-16

American Foundation for the Blind-Families DB Central Family Retreat

Connecting with Families Valley Plaza Resort, Midland, Ml

Hilton Omaha, 101 Cass St., Omaha, NE 68102 Watch your mail for registration packets

www.napvi.org, www.afb.org, www.seeingeye.org
September 25-30

July 27-29 14th Deafblind International (Dbl) World

8th International CHARGE Syndrome Conference

Conference Burswood Convention Centre, Perthe,

Costa Mesa, CA Western Australia
www.chargesyndrome.org/conference-2007.asp www.dbiconference2007.asn.au

July 29-August 3 November 13

Drama Leadership Week Dr. Jan van Dijk Workshop

Holley Family Village, Brooklyn, Ml Contact DB Central 888-758-0508
Contact: Diana Leatherman, Facility Coor. www.dbcentral.org

hei@desales.org
(517)592-2389 (TTY) or (517) 8218 (fax/voice)

The Michigan Family-to-Family Health Information and Education Center (F2FHIEC) website is now available at:
http://www.bridges4kids.org/f2f/

The website is designed as a virtual center you can visit for information, education and/or parent-to-parent support. The site’'s
Information & Resources offers information related to: Early Childhood, Transition for Youth, Health Care Coverage and Insur-
ance, Delivering Care in a Medical Home, Health/Disability Specific Organizations, Prescription Assistance, Programs that
provide health-related services, Other Health-Related Info and Resources, and much more. You will find partner newsletters
and bulletins and be able to join topic-specific Listserv groups. On-site and on-line parent and professional training opportuni-
ties offered by F2FHIEC and other organizations are listed as well as local and state agency contacts. There are even links
to parent leadership programs, institutes, employment opportunities, support groups and directories.
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Michigan DeafBlind Census

Top 8 Etiologies on Census 2
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New Resource for Families and
Service Providers!

Yellow Pages for Kids with Disabilities
“All the information you need, in one place.”

http://www.yellowpagesforkids.com

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Mt. Pleasant, Ml 48859
Permit No. 93

Michigan Services for Children & Young
Adults Who Are DeafBlind grants permission
for individuals, groups, and agencies to re-
print articles from our newsletters. We re-
guest that you document the article with the
author’'s name, date, and DB STAR.
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