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Central Michigan University I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of

105 Sloan Hall you for your time and patience in re-registering identified
Mount Pleasant, Ml 48859 children/young adults who are DeafBlind, as well as help-
Phone: 989-774-2725 (VITTY) ing us to find new .people who qualify f(?r the ce'nsus. Our
Toll Free:  888-758-0508 (V/TTY) next newsletter will feature summary information on the
Fax: 089-774-1572 individuals who were reported for the December 01, 2005,
Website:  www.dbcentral.org child count.

. As this year progresses, please keep in mind that par-
3< Director ents and professionals can register a person on our cen-
el !Beth Kgnnedy _ sus at any time. If you meet someone who has a child
X Family Services Coordinator . .

who might qualify, or have a new student on your

Candice Lee )
¥% Consultants caseload, please take steps to get the child/young adult

Jill Gaus registered. DB Central staff can assist you in determining
Susan Langendonk if someone qualifies, if there is any question. A blank
Patti Nowak census form can be downloaded from our website
5% Administrative Secretary (www.dbcentral.org) and sent or faxed into the office.
Sandy Slowinski Project staff can also register people over the phone.

Once again, | thank you for your support!
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It Is My Honor To Introduce...
by: Beth Kennedy

On October 17-18, 2005, DB Central was proud to host an internationally renowned speaker in the area of
communication and assessment, Dr. Jan van Dijk. This opportunity was made possible through a collabo-
rative effort with the Minnesota and New Jersey state DeafBlind projects, the American Printing House for
the Blind (APH), and Oakland Schools. Dr. van Dijk traveled to four different states on his most recent trip
to the United States.

His first day in Michigan, October 17, consisted of two school visits. Dr. van Dijk visited Cloverdale Devel-
opmental Center in the morning and Wing Lake Developmental Center in the afternoon. He assessed two
students, one at each location. Both of these sessions were videotaped for the benefit of those teams, as
well as so that the video footage could be used at a workshop the following day. The parents and educa-
tional teams for each of the students also had the opportunity to meet with Dr. van Dijk to discuss his as-
sessment and ask him questions.

A workshop was held the following day, on October 18, 2005, in the Oakland Schools building in Water-
ford, Michigan. The audience consisted of sixty-seven professionals and paraprofessionals and twelve
parents. Dr. van Dijk was very well received. Having the honor of working so closely with him over the
course of these two days was truly a highlight of my career.

If you are interested in learning more about Dr. van Dijk’'s work, please contact DB LINK, The National
Information Clearinghouse on Children Who Are Deaf-Blind by calling toll-free 1-800-438-9376 (v) or 1-
800-854-7013 (tty). Information can also be accessed via their website at: http://www.tr.wou.edu/dblink.
DB Central has two CD ROMs developed by Dr. van Dijk available through the lending library, one on as-
sessment and one on CHARGE Syndrome. Both CD ROM's are available for purchase by visiting
www.aapnootmuis.com.

Dr. van Dijk evaluates Nicholas Roark at Dr. van Dijk is a dynamic speaker.
Wing Lake.
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UPcomine EVENTS

March 15-17, 2006
“The Art of Transition”

Michigan Transition Services Association Annual Confer-
ence

Bavarian Inn Lodge and Conference Center
Frankenmuth, MI

Contact Joetta Cherry, Registration Chair
(269) 467-5444

March 27, 2006

“Michigan Early Hearing Conference”
Sheraton Hotel, Lansing, Michigan
Register online: www.mphi.eductrng.net

April 06, 2006—St. Johns, MI
April 07, 2006—Waterford, Ml

“Computer Activities for Children with DeafBlindness: A
Focus on Language and Communication”

Wendy Buckley from Perkins School for the Blind-DeafBlind
Department-will present on the use of assistive technology
and computers in educating children who are DeafBlind.

Register online: www.dbcentral.org
* Registration deadline has been extended.

Summer of 2006: Anytime during Summer of 2006

HKNC offers an eight(8) week summer evaluation program
for individuals 16 years or older who are DeafBlind. For
additional information visit HKNC’'s website at
www.HKNC.org.

June 11-15, 2006
Michigan Youth Leadership Forum
Michigan State University, East Lansing

June 17-21

American Association of the DeafBlind (AADB) Conference
will be held at Townsend University in Baltimore, MD.

June 20, 2006
Using Verbal Behavior to Analyze Language
Detroit, Ml

Call toll-free: 1-888-732-7462 or visit www.pecs.com for
online registration.
DB Star

June 22 & 23, 2006
Two-Day PECS Training
Detroit, Ml

Call toll-free: 1-888-732-7462 or visit
www.pecs.com for online registration.

July 09-21, 2006

HKNC has a two week program for Transition Age
Youth who are DeafBlind. For additional informa-
tion visit HKNC's website at www.HKNC.org.

July 31-August 02, 2006
“Project Director’'s Meeting”
Washington DC

August 24 & 25, 2006
Two-Day PECS Training
Grand Rapids, Mi

Call toll-free: 1-888-732-7462 or visit
www.pecs.com for online registration.

Just added:
Statewide Conference
addressing the issue of puberty
featuring Robbie Blaha of the
Texas DeafBlind Project
and
Texas School for the Blind & Visually Impaired
One day workshop the last week in July.

DB Central Annual Retreat
September 16-17, 2006
Valley Plaza Resort, Midland, Ml
More information available in July.

Challenge Mountain
scheduled for February
18, 2006, was

cancelled due to
inclement weather.
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Parent Advocacy: What you Should Do ...and NotD o
By Leslie Seid Margolis, Esq.

Reprinted from Wrightslaw Newsletter
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The Toy Industry Foundation, in partnership with the Alliance for Technology and the
American Foundation for the Blind, has published its 2006 guide to toys for children
with special needs. For a copy of your own, contact the Toy Industry Foundation at
www.toy-tia.org or write them at 115 Broadway, Suite 400, New York, NY 10010.

The Health & Ready to Work National Center offers resources and information on
transition in health for youth with special health care needs and disabilities. Staffed by
experts in the field of health transition, the HRTW National Center has a comprehen-
sive website that provided in depth information on insurance, health policy, best prac-
tices, assessment and teaching tools and care plans. You can find the HRTW Na-
tional Center website at www.hrtw.org.
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Michigan Services for Children & Young Adults Who Are DeafBlind grants permission for individu-
als, groups, and agencies to reprint articles from our newsletters. We request that you document the
article with the author’'s name, date, and DB STAR.

This project is supported by the U.S. Department of Education,
Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP). Opinions
expressed herein are those of the authors and do not
necessarily represent the position of the U.S. Department

of Education.
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