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| am very pleased to say that this year's Family &atr
was a huge success! Nicole Bruce, the Family Suppor
Coordinator who started in May, did an excelleft ¢o-
ordinating the event. This issue of the DB Stadesli-
cated to the Retreat. | think that you will enjb tarticle
and the photos.

Some of you may already know that the project was
faced with more staff turnover this Fall. Sandyv@ie

ski, the Administrative Secretary, left DB Centadlthe

end of September to work closer to home and spend
more time with her daughter. We wish Sandy thé!bes

| am very pleased to say that we have already hared
new secretary, Carol Hoag. Carol was previously em-
ployed with Beaverton Schools, but most recentlg ha
been a stay at home mom, raising her little gvidu can
read more about Carol on page 5 of this newsletter.

On October 1, 2006, we began Year 3 of our four yea
grant cycle. This year, we will offer standard pxdjser-
vices, such as training, educational consultatiand
family support, in addition to focusing on a nevtia:
tive. We are working closely with several organaas
on a post-secondary transition initiative. The ®ouill

be on using Person Centered Planning strategipkato
for the future. Several pilot sites will be estab&d in
various areas of the state. Upcoming newslettets wi
provide additional details as well as updates on tiwe
teams are progressing.



This year's Retreat featured local pre-Staﬁ and the chilqlcare vqunt_eers. Following _
_ _ breakfast, the children were introduced to their

senters Dr. Tim Hartshorne, Patti Nowak andy,q|ynteers and taken to the childcare rooms su-

Dr. Nancy Hartshorne and focused on bundlngervised by Heather Seidel and Susan Langen-

positive parent and professional relation- donk. In childcare,
ships, using the Person Centered Planning kids of all shapes, sizes
Process to help meet the needs of childrgn and abilities had the
who are DeafBlind, and helping children opportunity to paint, be
with disabilities form positive friendships. painted, make crafts,
Over twenty families attended the Re- play games, watch
treat held at the Valley Plaza Resort and movies and dress up in

Conference Center in Midland, Michigan. gy clothes. They had a great time! Sibling
While there were some changes this year, fajisrkshops for children ages 6 and older were
lies continued to have also offered on Saturday. Danielle Frue-
a good time and werg hauf, Jody Krantz and Meghan Hill of Mid-
able to acquire valu- land County Educational Service Agency
able information and | hosted the workshops held in both the
some invaluable timejfieiile — B morning and afternoon. Siblings partici-
to network with other eSS oS B pated in fun activities like donut eating
parents and families § contests and noodle relay races and also
of children who are § o had the opportunity to talk with other chil-
DeafBlind. Paul and® dren who have a brother or sister with a

Jodi Beavers said that the best thing about trlﬁsability. Both the parents and siblings en-
Retreat was “networking with other families: joyed the workshops.

meeting new friends and reconnecting with Saturday ses-
old.” Most families who attend the Retregt sions for parents began
find that the most valuable information they with Dr. Tim Harts-
get is often the ideas shared while network- horne discussing par-
ing with other parents. “I never leave this ent and professional
Retreat without learning something from 4n- relationships from a
other parent,” said Kelli Sabin. first-person perspec-
Families who chose to arrive Friday tive as a parent of a

night were asked to pay for their own hotel sty afBlind son, a professional in the field of
however, some families received DB Central psychology and an international speaker and au-

activities began Saturday morning with a bre:@ﬁm’ as he is friends with most all of us)

fast buffet for parents, children, DB Central
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outlined the differing perspectives of parents Breakfast. The breakfast is hosted by our par-
and professionals and ways to bridge those difat group Michigan Association for DeafBlind
ferences. His presentation was humorous arahd is in memory of the DeafBlind children in
insightful and valued by the parents. “[We Michigan who have passed away. The main fo-
liked] the local speakers; more of a hands-ongus of the meeting was to build membership
first person view and experience,” said Davidand to discuss funding options for future Re-
and Cheryl Vicory. treats. Beth Kennedy, Director of DB Central
Patti Nowak followed the lunch break explained that the Family Retreat costs nearly
and talked with families about Person Centerdduble the budgeted amount and MADB Presi-
Planning (PCP), the purpose of holding a PC&ent, Roxann Davis, asked for suggestions from
meeting, how to use your plans, problem solthe families to either cut costs or to help find
ing in meetings and mapping for your child fuways to increase Retreat funding. Many fami-
ture. The session was very interactive; pareniss agreed that they would rather find alternate
had the opportunity to discuss their fears,  funding options than move the Retreat else-
dreams and goals for their child with other pamnhere and volunteered their time to raise money
ents, as well as talk about their experiences aitld brainstorm options.
both successful and failed meetings. Dr. Nancy Harshorne wrapped up the Re-
Families enjoyed time in the pools, ar- treat Sunday morning with her session on build-
cade, movie theaters and the hospitality suitang circles of friends and how to make inclusion
Saturday night. Many parents took turns goingprk for your DeafBlind child. Many parents
to the hospitality suite to catch up with old  enjoyed Nancy’s parent perspective and found it
friends, meet new ones and chat about their helpful. Jennifer Breining said, “this gave me a
lives and experiences. “[We were surprised] lot of tools and knowledge to use in the future.”
that the other parents were willing to be openSeveral parents stated that they would be inter-
and share with us and others,” said Pete andested in starting a circle of friends for theirldhi
Dorothea Lester. It is comforting to many pamfter learning about Nancy and her son Jacob’s
ents to hear about other families with DeafBlipdsitive experiences.
children and know that they are not alone. The  Once again, the Retreat was a hit! We
best thing was “meeting other people like mehope to have more families attend in the future
and my child,” said Anisa Arib. as this proves to be a great way for families to
On Sunday morning the children attendgain knowledge and support. If you are inter-
a breakfast especially for kids and childcare ested in donating your time and ideas for im-
volunteers and then attended childcare duringroving, planning and raising money for the
the morning, parent sessions. Parents atten@d)7 Retreat contact Nicole at
the Annual MADB Meeting and Memorial nicole.bruce@cmich.edu.
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Welcome Carol Hoag, New DB Central Administrativecfetary!

Carol Hoag has joined DB Central as the aglient as she acclimates herself with the office

ministrative Secretary. Carol was born and and all of you.
raised in in Beaverton, Michigan, where she,

along with her husband and daughter currently

reside. She served Beaverton Rural Schools as

the Central Registry Secretary for six years and

Is excited about this new opportunity at DB

Central.

Carol will receive her Associates Degree in
Management from Northwood University in
December. An avid scrapbooker, Carol coordi-

Check the DB Central website for:
Updated Events List
Lending Library Catalog

nates 12-hour scrapbooking events in Beaver- Program Information
ton. She also enjoys her Springer Spaniel and Resource Guide
Quarter Horses. Please welcome her and be pg- Purchasing Materials

Newsletters
DB Central Forms

NTAC & DB-LINK Merge —MW»M.@[E@@MU@E@!@—

by Paddi Davies and Nicole Bruce

The staff of NTAC* and DB-LINK** are very The family activities of NCDB will focus on buildgn

pleased to announce the funding of a new projeattwiamily leadership skills so families can better achte
will combine the experience and expertise of these for their child and help other families to do tlzere.
federally funded projects. The new project, te N We will partner with interested state deaf-blindjpcts
tional Consortium on Deaf-Blindness (NCDB) beganto offer a Family Leadership Training Program withi
October 1, 2006 and will run for five years. individual states in years two through five of guant.

What does this mean for families in Michigan? You The services of DB-LINK will remain exactly the sam
won't see a big change, as most of the servicesgeld We will continue to provide personalized informatio

for your child and family come from DB Central. How(i-€., books, articles, videos) to parents, teashand
ever, there will be a few changes: others who work with deaf-blind children. To cacita

DB-Link call toll free 800-438-9376 (Voice), 800-85
For many years NTAC has co-sponsored a national ga&3 (TTY) or visit them on the web at
ent conference with NFADB (National Family Associgww.dblink.org
tion for Deaf-Blind). NCDB will no longer have the
funding to support this conference. NFADB is dssu  * National Technical Assistance Consortium for

ing continuation of the conference and exploringdfu Children and Youth who are Deaf-Blind
ing options, however a final decision has not been ** National Information Clearinghouse on Deaf-
made. Blindness

DB Star Page 5



UrcomiING

November 8-11, 2006

2006 TASH Conference

Baltimore Convention Center, Baltimore, Maryland
Questions: 1-800-482-8274 or 410-828-8274 www.tash.org

November 15-17, 2006

Michigan Rehabilitation Conference

Grand Traverse Resort—Traverse City, Ml

For additional information, contact Harry Smith at 517-484-5588 or hsmith2@maro.org.

November 16-17, 2006

Two-Day PECS Training

Detroit, Ml

Call toll free: 888-732-7462 or visit www.pecs.com for Online Registration.

November 17-19, 2006

World Congress & Expo on Disabilities (WCD Expo)
Pennsylvania Convention Center, Philadelphia, PA
Register Online at www.wcdexpo.com

December 1-3, 2006

Zero to Three’'s 21st National Training Institute Na  tional Center for Infants, Toddlers, and Families
Albugquerque Convention Center, Albuquerque, NM

For more information: NTlregistration@meetingmgmt.com or (202) 624-1760

January 24-27, 2007

Assistive Technology Industry Association Annual Co nference (8th)
Caribe Royale All-Suites Resort, Orlando, FL

Call toll free: (877) 687-2842 or visit website: http://www.ATIA.org

March 5-7, 2007

Michigan Transition Services Association “Taking Ca re of Business”
Bavarian Inn Lodge, Frankenmuth, Ml

Visit www.michigantsa.com for more information

March 14-16, 2007

MHSA Early Childhood Training Pre-Conference and Co  nference

Radisson Hotel, Kalamazoo, Michigan

For more information: Jennifer Nottingham at 517-374-6472 or Jennifer@mhsa.ws

April 18-21, 2007

Council for Exceptional Children Annual Convention & Expo
Louisville, KY

Call toll free (888) 232-7733 or visit http://www.cec.sped.org
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EWwWENTS

July 13-15, 2007

American Foundation for the Blind—Families Connecti ng with Families
Hilton Omaha, 1001 Cass Street, Omaha, Nebraska 68102

For more information: www.napvi.org; www.afb.org; www.seeingeye.org

July 27-29, 2007

International CHARGE Syndrome Conference (8th) 2007

Costa Mesa, CA

Visit http://www.chargesyndrome.org/conference-2007.asp or call toll free (800) 442-7604

September 25-30, 2007

14th Deafblind International (Dbi) World Conference
Burswood Convention Centre, Perth, Western Australia
Register Online: www.dbiconference2007.asn.au

DB Central will host Dr. Barbara McLetchie, international consultant for Hilton-Perkins and former coordinator for the
DeafBlind teaching program at Boston College. Dr. McLetchie will present on topics related to Communication
Strategies and Functional Academics. Watch for DB Central information in your mail and on our website at
www.dbcentral.org.

Guide-By-Your-Side
Program

The Guide-By-Your-Side Program is an exciting pergrthat provides an opportunity for a family who
has just learned of their child’s hearing loss #etwith another parent of a deaf or hard of hgacimld
who understands what the new family may be expengnand can answer their questions. The program
serves families of children 0-6 years of age.

Guide-By-Your-Side has openings for new familiesnadl as openings for parents who are interested in
being a parent guide. Interested families canamiridB Central for more information at 1-888-75885
(V/TTY) or by email to nicole.bruce@cmich.edu.

Coming Soon...

DB Central is updating the Family Directory. Watgpbur mailbox for the opportunity to
update your family’s information!!!
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Non-Profit Organization
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Michigan Services for Children & Young Adults Who Are DeafBlind grants permission for indi-
viduals, groups, and agencies to reprint articles from our newsletters. We request that you
document the article with the author’'s name, date, and DB STAR.
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