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Education
B.A. Clemson University, 1981
Political Science Major (cum laude)

M.A. Kent State University, 1983
Political Science

Ph.D. Kent State University, 1989
Political Science

Professional Employment

1998- Professor of Political Science, Central Michigan University

1995-2001 Chairperson, Department of Political Science, Central Michigan University
1994-98 Associate Professor of Political Science, Central Michigan University
1989-94 Assistant Professor of Political Science, Central Michigan University
1988-89 Instructor of Political Science, Central Michigan University

Specializations

Public Law and Courts
Civil Rights and Liberties
Judicial Politics

Publications
“The First-Term Performance of Chief Justice John Roberts” (with Thomas R. Hensley and
Christopher E. Smith), Idaho Law Review Vol. 43, No. 3 (2007), pp. 625-642.

“Equal Protection Jurisprudence” in Encyclopedia of American Civil Rights and Liberties,
edited by Otis H. Stephens, John M. Scheb, and Kara E. Stooksbury, Greenwood Publishing Group,
2006, Volume 1, pp. 323-331.

“Bush v. Gore and Equal Protection: A Unique Case?” in Final Arbiter: The Consequences
of Bush v. Gore for Law and Politics, edited by Christopher P. Banks, David B. Cohen, and John C.
Green, SUNY Press, 2005, pp. 87-105.



“Selecting Supreme Court Justices: A Dialogue,” in Focus on Law Studies: Teaching About
Law in the Liberal Arts, edited by John Paul Ryan, Division for Public Education of the American
Bar Association, Volume XX, Number 2 (Spring 2005). Also available online at:
http://www.abanet.org/publiced/focus/spring05.pdf

Fletcher v. Peck (1810), entry in The Encyclopedia of Civil Liberties in America, edited by
David Schultz and John R. Vile, Sharpe Reference, an imprint of M.E. Sharpe, Inc., 2005, pp. 387-
388.

Home Building and Loan Association v. Blaisdell (1934), entry in The Encyclopedia of Civil
Liberties in America, edited by David Schultz and John R. Vile, Sharpe Reference, an imprint of
M.E. Sharpe, Inc., 2005, pp. 462-463.

“Changes in Court Membership Could Have a Significant Impact on Church-State Relations”
(with Eric Michael Mazur), Religious Studies News, American Academy of Religion, VVol. 18, No. 4
(October 2003), p. 19+.

Supreme Court Justices in the Post-Bork Era: Confirmation Politics and Judicial
Performance, Peter Lang Publishing, Inc., (2002).

"Harrisv. McRae," in Historical and Multicultural Encyclopedia of Women’s Reproductive
Rights in the United States, edited by Judith A. Baer, Greenwood Press, (2002), pp. 102-103.

The Real Clarence Thomas: Confirmation Veracity Meets Performance Reality (with
Christopher E. Smith), Peter Lang Publishing, Inc., 2000.

Supreme Court Update: 1998 (with Thomas R. Hensley and Christopher E. Smith), available
on-line at http://www.wadsworth.com/politics/hensley97/update98.pdf

Supreme Court Update: 1997 (with Thomas R. Hensley and Christopher E. Smith),
West/Wadsworth, 1998.

Instructor's Manual, The Changing Supreme Court: Constitutional Rights and Liberties (with
Thomas R. Hensley and Christopher E. Smith), West/Wadsworth, 1997.

The Changing Supreme Court: Constitutional Rights and Liberties (with Thomas R. Hensley
and Christopher E. Smith), West Publishing Company, 1997.

Supreme Court Update: 1996 (with Thomas R. Hensley and Christopher E. Smith), West
Publishing Company, 1997.

"Justice Thurgood Marshall: Advocate for Gender Justice,” The Western Journal of Black
Studies Vol. 20, No. 4 (1996), pp. 195-206.

"Doubting Thomas: Confirmation Veracity Meets Performance Reality™ (with Christopher E.
Smith), Seattle University Law Review Vol. 19, No. 3 (Spring 1996), pp. 455-496.



"The First-Term Performance of Justice Stephen Breyer” (with Christopher E. Smith and
Thomas R. Hensley), Judicature Vol. 79, No. 2 (September-October 1995), pp. 74-79.

"Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg: A Preliminary Assessment” (with Christopher E. Smith,
Thomas R. Hensley, and Scott P. Johnson), University of Toledo Law Review Vol. 26, No. 1 (Fall
1994), pp. 1-34.

"The First-Term Performance of Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg" (with Christopher E. Smith,
Thomas R. Hensley, and Scott P. Johnson), Judicature Vol. 78, No. 2 (September-October 1994),
pp. 74-80.

"Religion and Politics: Do Black Churches Impermissibly Mix Them?" Journal of Religious
Thought Vol. 50, Nos. 1-2 (Fall-Spring 1993-94), pp. 81-91.

"African-Americans and the Environment: A Review Essay," Policy Studies Journal Vol.
19, No. 2 (Spring 1991), pp. 182-191.

"Impact of the 1978 Omnibus Judgeships Act" (with Thomas R. Hensley), Stuart Nagel,
editor, Research in Law and Policy Studies Vol. 1 (Greenwich, Ct.: JAI Press, 1987), pp. 89-116.

"Employee Ownership as a Strategy for Black Economic Empowerment,” John Logue, editor,
The Ohio Buyout Handbook (Athens, Columbus, Kent, and Toledo: Regional Labor-Management
Cooperation Centers, 1987), pp. 64-72. Reprinted in 1991.

Refereed Presentations

"Analyzing Policy Change in the Supreme Court's Civil Rights and Liberties Cases" (with
Thomas R. Hensley, Christopher E. Smith, and Jarrod Tudor), Midwest Political Science
Association, Chicago, April 1997.

"Justice Thurgood Marshall: Advocate for Gender Justice,” American Political Science
Association, San Francisco, August 1996.

"Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg: A Preliminary Assessment™ (with Thomas R. Hensley, Scott
Patrick Johnson, and Christopher E. Smith), American Political Science Association, New York,
September 1994.

"Religion and Politics: Do Black Churches Impermissibly Mix Them?" (with Roger Hatch),
Society of Christian Ethics, Philadelphia, January 1992.

"The Supreme Court, Free Exercise, and Native Americans: An Elusive Right,” American
Academy of Religion, Kansas City, November 1991.

"Justice Antonin Scalia and the Freshman Effect," Midwest Political Science Association,
Chicago, April 1989.



"Testing Communication Theory in the Study of Judicial Impact: The 1986 Abortion Case"
(with Thomas R. Hensley and Steven R. Brown), Southern Political Science Association, Atlanta,
November 1986.

"Testing Supreme Court Legitimacy Theory: The 1986 Abortion Case" (with Thomas R.
Hensley and Steven R. Brown), American Political Science Association, Washington, D.C.,
September 1986.

"Is the Medium the Message? The Communication of Wallace v. Jaffree™" (with Thomas R.
Hensley and Steven R. Brown), Law and Society Association, Chicago, June 1986.

"The Supreme Court and the 1985 'School Prayer' Case: Testing Legitimacy Theory" (with
Thomas R. Hensley and Steven R. Brown), American Political Science Association, New Orleans,
September 1985.

"The 1978 Omnibus Judgeships Act: Impact on the Federal Judiciary” (with Thomas R.
Hensley), American Political Science Association, Chicago, September 1983.

Invited Presentations
“Merely Calling Balls and Strikes? The Roberts Court After Two Terms,” sponsored by the
SVSU Center for Public Policy and Service, Saginaw Valley State University, September 24, 2007.

“Affirmative Action and the Supreme Court: From Bakke to the University of Michigan
Cases,” sponsored by the Multicultural Education Center, Central Michigan University, October 17,
2006.

“Do Liberty and Democracy Include the Right to Vote?” Celebrating Constitution Day:
Connecting the Framers with Modern America, Central Michigan University, September 20, 2005.

“Social Justice Implications of Changes in the Supreme Court” (focused on Supreme Court
nominee John Roberts), Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Mt. Pleasant, September 18, 2005.

“The Burger Court, the Rehnquist Court, and School Desegregation: Eviscerating the
Promise of Brown,” Campus Diversity Forum Commemorating the 50™ Anniversary of Brown v.
Board of Education, Central Michigan University, October 28, 2004.

“Bush v. Gore and Equal Protection: A Unique Case,” presented at Final Arbiter: The U.S.
Supreme Court, Presidency, and the Politics of Election 2000, sponsored by the University of Akron
Law School and the Ray C. Bliss Institute of Applied Politics, February 2002.

"Civil Liberties, Civil Rights, and the Supreme Court: Highlights of the 1996-97 Term," co-
sponsored by the Office of Institutional Diversity and the Office of Multicultural Programs, Central
Michigan University, October 1997.



"Doubting Thomas: Confirmation Veracity Meets Performance Reality," sponsored by the
Association of Faculty and Staff of Color, the Office of Multicultural Programs, and the
Multicultural and Diversity Education Council, Central Michigan University, November 1995.

"Legal Background of the Debate about Affirmative Action,” Affirmative Action Forum,
sponsored by Affirmative Action Council, Central Michigan University, October 1995.

"The Supreme Court, the Bill of Rights, Women, and People of Color,” Conference on
Teaching the Bill of Rights, Department of History, Central Michigan University, Mt. Pleasant,
Michigan, November 1991.

"Women and Politics," Business and Professional Women of Michigan, Midland, Michigan,
September 1990.

"Civil Liberties Under the Rehnquist Court,” American Civil Liberties Union, Saginaw,
Michigan, April 1989.

Other Professional Activities
Panel Participant, Michigan Conference of Political Scientists, Eastern Michigan University,
Ypsilanti, Michigan, October 2008, Roundtable: U.S. Supreme Court”

Panel Participant, Michigan Conference of Political Scientists, Western Michigan University and
Kalamazoo Valley Community College, Kalamazoo, Michigan, October 2007, “Roundtable
on the U.S. Supreme Court”

Panel Organizer and Chair, Michigan Conference of Political Scientists, Lansing Community
College, Lansing, Michigan, October 2006, “Assessing the 2005-2006 Supreme Court Term:
The Beginning of the Roberts Era”

Panel Participant, Michigan Sociological Association, Central Michigan University, November
2005, “The Fiftieth Anniversary of Brown vs. Board of Education”

Panel Organizer and Chair, Michigan Conference of Political Scientists, University of Michigan-
Dearborn, October 2005, “Roundtable on Courts, Politics, and the Law”

Interviewed by David Nicholas of CMU Public Radio about changes in the membership of the
Supreme Court, September 2005

Interviewed by David Nicholas of CMU Public Radio about pending Supreme Court decisions in
Ten Commandments display cases, March 2005

Panelist, “Supreme Court: Tilting the Scales of Justice,” Currently Speaking, produced by Delta
College Quality Public Broadcasting, January 2005

Panel Organizer and Chair, Michigan Conference of Political Scientists, Central Michigan
University, October 2004, “Roundtable on the 2003-2004 Supreme Court Term”



Panel Organizer and Convener, Michigan Conference of Political Scientists, Calvin College,
October 2003, “Roundtable on the 2002-2003 Supreme Court Term”

Interviewed by Midland Daily News about the 2003 Affirmative Action Cases Decided by the
Supreme Court, July 20, 2003

Appeared on 30-minute interview about the 2003 Affirmative Action Cases Decided by the Supreme
Court, on FrontPage, a production of Midland Community Television, July 2003

Visiting Scholar, Department of Political Science, Eastern Illinois University, Charleston, Illinois,
March 18, 2003

Panel Participant, Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago, 2001
“Tenure! Now What?: Planning the Post-Tenure Career”

Member, CQ Press Award Committee, APSA Law and Courts Section, 2000-01

Convener, American Academy of Religion, Church-State Studies Group, Nashville, 2000
“Religion and the Contemporary State: Boundary Problems at Home and Abroad”

Panel Organizer and Chair, Michigan Conference of Political Scientists, Alma College, October
2000, “Roundtable on the Supreme Court’s 1999 Term”

Convener, American Academy of Religion, Church-State Studies Group, Boston, 1999
"School Vouchers: Ethical and Constitutional Issues”

Panel Chair, Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago, 1999
"Judges Come, Judges Go: Staffing the Courts"

Convener, American Academy of Religion, Church-State Studies Group, Orlando, 1998
"Martin Luther King, Jr.: The Dream Thirty Years After"

Panel Chair, Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago, 1996
"New Approaches to Gender and the Courts"

Panel Chair, Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago, 1995
"Supreme Court Decision Making: Individual Level of Analysis"

Reviews

Review of The Supreme Court Opinions of Clarence Thomas, 1991-2006: A Conservative’s
Perspective, Henry Mark Holzer, Jefferson, NC: McFarland & Company, Inc., Publishers, 2007.
Appeared in The Law and Politics Book Review, Vol. 17, No. 7 (July 2007), pp. 562-568.

Review of Housing Segregation in Suburban America Since 1960: Presidential and Judicial
Politics, Charles M. Lamb, New York: Cambridge University Press, 2005. Appeared in The Law
and Politics Book Review, Vol. 15, No. 6 (June 2005), pp. 478-482.



Review of The Communitarian Constitution, Beau Breslin, Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University
Press, 2004. Appeared in The Law and Politics Book Review, Vol. 14, No. 9 (September 2004 ), pp.
723-7217.

Review of Leaders of the Pack: Polls & Case Studies of Great Supreme Court Justices, William D.
Pederson and Norman W. Provizer (Editors), New York: Peter Lang Publishing, Inc., 2003.
Appeared in The Law and Politics Book Review, Vol. 14, No. 2 (February 2004).

Review of “The Supremes™: Essays on the Current Justices of the Supreme Court of the United
States, Barbara A. Perry, New York: Peter Lang Publishing, Inc., 1999. Appeared in The Law and
Politics Book Review, Vol. 11, No. 2 (February 2001), pp. 77-79.

Review of Redefining Equality, Neal Devins and Davison M. Douglas (Editors), New York: Oxford
University Press, 1997. Appeared in The Law and Politics Book Review, Vol. 8, No. 5 (May 1998),
pp. 182-185.

Manuscript Review, In Pursuit of Equality: Women, Public Policy, and the Federal Courts, by
Susan Gluck Mezey, St. Martin's Press, 1992

Professional Societies
American Political Science Association
Law and Courts Section, American Political Science Association
Midwest Political Science Association
Midwest Women's Caucus for Political Science (Secretary, 1990-91)
American Academy of Religion
Church-State Studies Committee, 1998-2004
Michigan Conference of Political Scientists
Board of Directors, 2006-

Courses Currently Taught at Central Michigan University
PSC 105: Introduction to American Government and Politics
PSC 322: Judicial Process and Politics

PSC 325: The Civil Rights Movement

PSC 421: Constitutional Law: Powers of Government

PSC 422: Constitutional Law: Civil Rights and Liberties

University and Community Service
2005-07  University Academic Planning Council
2004-05  Academic Senate Executive Board
2004-07  Promotion and Tenure Committee,
College of Humanities and Social and Behavioral Sciences

2003- Academic Senate
2001-02  Search Committee, Assistant Vice President for Institutional Diversity
2001- Personnel Committee, Political Science Department

2000-04  Faculty Association Board of Directors



1997-98  Search Committee, Assistant Vice President for Diversity

1997 Chairs' Representative, Student Activities Committee, College of Humanities,
Social, and Behavioral Sciences
1997 Chair, Search Committee, Assistant Director of Minority Student Services

1996-99  General Education Council
1996-99  Advisor, Essence

1995- Advisor, Social Studies Major in Secondary Education
1995- Social Science Council

1995- Advisor, Pre-Law Education

1995- Law Center Advisory Council

1994-95  Search Committee, Assistant Vice President for Diversity

1993-95  Curriculum Committee, Political Science Department

1993-95  Representative for Affirmative Action Concerns, Faculty Association

1993-94  Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committee

1993 Diversity Issues and Awareness Council, Academic Senate

1991-94  Faculty Association Task Force on Racism, Sexism, and Homophobia

1991-93  Faculty Association Board of Directors

1991-92  President's Commission on the Status of Women

1991-92  Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committee

1990-95  Affirmative Action Council (co-chairperson, 1992-94)

1990-92  Artists Course Series Committee

1990-92  Faculty Association Crisis Committee

1990-2004 Board of Directors, Women's Aid Service, Inc.

1990-92  Secretary, Board of Directors, Women's Aid Service, Inc.

1989-91  Advisor, Political Science Club

1988-93  Personnel Committee, Political Science Department

1988-90  Social Science Microcomputer Lab Coordination Committee
Commencement Marshal (multiple semesters)
Panel Participant for Various Student Organizations (1988-present)

Honors and Awards
1999-00  Research Professor, Central Michigan University

1998 Honorary Member, Golden Key National Honor Society, CMU Chapter
1986-87  David B. Smith Fellowship, Graduate College, Kent State University

1984 Outstanding Graduate Student Teaching Award, Kent State University

1979 Truman Scholar from South Carolina, Harry S. Truman Scholarship Foundation

Who’s Who Among America’s Teachers (multiple year honoree)



