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It proved to be an exciting summer! Nicole andd ttee opportu-

nity to attend various trainings and conferencessure that we are
up to date with best and promising practices fadobn and young
adults who are DeafBlind. Nicole spent two weekBerkins School
for the Blind at the McLetchie Institute. She lead a great deal
about DeafBlindness, which will enable her to dojbb even better
than before. | attended the Project Director’s tiiggin Washing-
ton, D.C. and was able to gather valuable inforomator administer-
ing the grant.

We both had the honor of attending the CHARGE Qamiee in
California. Attending that conference was importanboth of us
because CHARGE is the most common syndrome oftibleges
listed on our census. We have been able to use sbthe knowl-
edge we gained at this conference in our consoiftatalready this
school year.

| also worked as one of two interpreter coordinattdrthe 2007
DeafBlind Workshop held at DeSales in Brooklyn, Mgan. Diana
Campbell, of the Bloomfield Hills Deaf and Hardké¢aring Pro-
gram, is my partner in coordinating the interpreteldill Gaus, who
is a consultant for DB Central, directs the carfipe camp was a
great success with 32 interpreters participatingnnmmersion train-
ing to learn skills for interpreting for DeafBlingeople. Many of the
interpreters who attended the DeafBlind Workshopkwo schools
with children on our census.

Just a couple of weeks ago, we held the 2007 Fdratyeat Week-
end. The Retreat was a smashing success, deapiteyta reduced
number of families in attendance. Please seertludeaand photo-
graphs of the retreat included in this issue.

Year 4 of the grant begins on October 1, 2007. avéan the final
year of this grant cycle, which means that whiledié and | will
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(Continued from page 1)

continue to provide all of the consultation and
training services you've come to know and ex-
pect from DB Central, we will have to take time
to write a new grant proposal. While our con-
stituents are our first priority, when the United
States Department of Education releases the Re
guest For Applications (RFA) for our grant, we
may have to adjust our consultation sched-
ules . However, as always, we will make a pri-
ority of responding to critical needs. The grant
application is due within 30 days of receipt of
the RFA. You can help the project in two ways:
First, and foremost, please have patience with us
while we focus our energies on the grant appli-

cation. We do not underestimate the importance*

of your consultation requests, but it is essential
that we both focus all of our time on making
sure that we receive funding to continue the pro-
ject for another cycle. Secondly, you can help
by submitting letters of support. The letters of
support must be dated accordingly, so please
wait until you receive word that the RFA has
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CHALLENGE MOUNTAIN

February 23, 2007
Families:

Watch your mailbox for your op-
portunity to sign up in December!
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been received. At that time, we will send out an -
e-mail and/or letter asking for letters of support.
Please pay close attention to our upcoming kbbb bbb bbbt 555545455

events section. We have a number of exciting

activities planned for the final year of this cycle
| hope that many of you will consider participat-
ing!

Check the DB Central website for:

Description of Services
Updated Events List
Lending Library Catalog
Program Information
Resource Guide
Purchasing Materials
Newsletters
DB Central Forms
Project Updates

wwwedheentralkory

Coming Soon...

DB Central will be compiling the 2007-0

Family Directory in October. Watch your

mailbox for the opportunity to update you
family’s information!!!

Be sure to return your
forms by October 19th to o
be included in this year's J\f
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Michigan Association for DeafBlind (MADB)
Who are we and what do we do?

Michigan Association for DeafBlind (MADB) is a ngrofit, volunteer-based organization comprisededjde
who are DeafBlind, parents and family members wéneha child(ren) who is DeafBlind, and professisnaho
work with people who are DeafBlind. MADB’s focusas providing support and connecting families idesrto
empower, give strength and offer information.

This year we hope to continue to raise communitgirawess about the needs of individuals with a coetbvi-
sion and hearing impairment — especially the neethterveners. We do various fundraising evepasticipate
in the DB Central family event at Challenge Mountais well as participate in and help fund the Dai@al
Family Retreat. We are also hoping to organizeroféumily events in the future.

Our primary mode of communication will be througle MADB listserv and the DB Star Newsletter. Iuyo
wish to receive our information, it is very impartdo keep us informed if you move or change yonaikad-
dress.

If you are interested in becoming a member of MAR&ase complete the application below and retuim @B
Central (see page 1 for address). As a membenwviiboe kept informed of MADB activities and everdad
will have the opportunity to network with a wonddrfiroup of people!

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION for Michigan Association for DeafBlind (MADB)

Name:
Address:
City: te:Sta Zip:
Phone: ( ) E-mail:

Information about the person who is DeafBlind
Name:
Date of Birth: Relship to you:

Cause of DeafBlindness:
Specific issues of concern to me/us:

| give my permission to share my name with otherili@s whose children have similar disabilities:
Yes No

| would like to participate in an online chat groflist serve): Yes No

Best way to contact me: Phone E-mail Mail
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This year’'s Retreat was a great success! Families
gathered at the Valley Plaza Resort in Midland for
an information-packed weekend to learn about
and share tips on advocacy, special education
law, writing effective individual education plans
(IEP) and facilitated IEPs and the mediation proc-
ess. Don't let the list of topics fool you, though,

family picture frame craft project, fun games requir-
ing cooperation, and putt-putt golf. Facilitator Dan-
ielle Rutterbush stated, “the children provided
thoughtful and insightful responses to various sce-
narios and had a lot of fun.”

While the children were off making crafts,

there was plenty of time and opportu-
nity to sit back, relax and have fun!

Many families chose to arrive Friday
night in order to spend some time at
the pool, network with old and new
friends and to simply get a good
night’s rest before the busy weekend
began. Families gathered in the Great Hall Lobby
Saturday morning to meet the volunteers and get
their children settled into childcare for the day.
Volunteers from Central Michigan University's
communication disorders, recreation, psychology,
special education and theater departments as well
as Lansing Community College’s interpreter train-
ing program joined us to help out with the children
in childcare. One family commented, “The child-
care was wonderful and a lot of fun for the kids.”
Many of the children also had the oppor-
tunity to participate in sibling workshops.
The “sibshops” were facilitated by Dan-
ielle Rutterbush and Meghan Hill, school
psychologists from the Midland County
area. The sibshop program acknowl-
edges that being the brother or sister of a
person with special needs is for some a
good thing, others a not-so-good thing,
and for many, somewhere in-between. The pro-
gram provides an opportunity for brothers and sis-
ters of children with special needs to obtain peer
support and education within a recreational con-
text that emphasizes a kids-eye view. During the
DB Central Family retreat, the sibshops program
included many activities, including discussions
about the positive and negative feelings associ-
ated with having a sibling with special needs, a

playing and spending time together, their
parents and other family members at-
tended conference sessions. This year’'s
presenters included Mark McWilliams of
Michigan Protection and Advocacy,
1| David Gruber and Maureen Cobb of
| Michigan Special Education Mediation
— Program and Sandee Koski and Kelly
Orginski of the Arc Michigan’s latest family organi-
zation Michigan Alliance for Families. When asked
about the impact the conference had on their family,
one family stated, “we came out more aware of our
rights and that not everything should be a fight.”
Another family said, “[This] got all family members
on the same page; unified to head off for the year.”

Michigan Association for DeafBlind (MADB) also did
a short presentation on Sunday morning to update
families on the status of their group. Board
members Kevin and Theresa Troupe ex-
plained the year’s activities including fund-
raising efforts and their efforts to detail
MADB'’s mission and goals for the upcoming
grant year. (You can learn more about
MADB and register to become a member on
page 3 of this newsletter.)

All in all, the Retreat was a big success! Planning
for next year's Retreat begins immediately with de-
ciding on and booking our next venue. If you have
any suggestions for our next Family Retreat location
(city and/or venue), please contact Nicole Bruce toll-
free 1-888-758-0508 (v/tty) or via email
nicole.bruce@cmich.edu. We look forward to your
input and to seeing you all at next year’'s Family Re-
treat! -by Nicole Bruce, Family Support Coordinator
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UPCOMING EVENTS

October 19-21, 2007

National Federation of the Blind of Michigan December 5-8, 2007

2007 State Convention TASH 2007 Conference

Marriott Centerpoint, Pontiac, Ml Washington State Convention & Trade Center,
For more information: Paulette Powell (586) 754- Seattle, WA

1325 or visit www.nfbmi.org Conference information available

online: www.tash.org
November 5, 2007
Post-Secondary Education (PSE) for Students January 18-20, 2007
with Intellectual Disabilities Michigan Ski for Lights cross country ski
Fairlane Center, U of M, Dearborn, Mi Higgins Lake, Ml
For more information: Elizabeth Janks (313) 577 For more information: Visit www.msfl.org
-6368 or email e.janks@wayne.edu

February 1-3, 2007

November 13, 2007 MVPI's Challenge Mountain

Dr. Jan van Dijk Petosky, MI

Autism vs. DeafBlindness For more information: Call Gwen Botting at (989)
Oakland Schools Building, Waterford, Ml 855-2430 or e-mail mpvi@intergate.com

Register NOW at www.dbcentral.org.
February 23, 2007

November 15-16, 2007 DB Central’'s Challenge Mountain
8th NCTI Technology Innovators Conference Petosky, MI
Washington D.C. Information will be mailed to families in Decem-

For more information: Contact Michelle Perry at  ber.
(202)403-5905 or mperry@air.org

3 .
Your input Is requested!

If you have ideas on what you would like to see ©&htral do in the new grant cycle
(beginning October 2008), please contact the officphone, e-mail, or drop us a
note.

Needs surveys will be e-mailed/mailed this fall.
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Sunday, November 11, 2007

Dr. van Dijk will conduct a training exclusivelyrfpar-
ents of children who are DeafBlind* from 2:00 pm-6®&
pm at the Holiday Inn Select of Auburn Hills.

Seating is limited, please register soon.

To register, you must call DB Central.

*child must be on the DB Central census.

Dr. van Dijk’s presentation will include
video clips of functional assessments
% featuring local students.
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Register online for this workshop at
www.dbcentral.org
or call toll-free (888) 758-0508 (V/TTY)
*Registration is limited to the first
180 registrations.

There is no registration fee to attend this
workshop.

*Registrations will be accepted until
November 5th, 2007
(as long as space permits).
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Michigan Services for Children & Young Adults Who Are DeafBlind grants permission for indi-
viduals, groups, and agencies to reprint articles from our newsletters. We request that you
document the article with the author’'s name, date, and DB STAR.
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