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 ��� � reetings!  I am very excited to report that DB Cen-
tral is once again fully staffed!  Nicole Bruce joined our staff 
in mid-May.  Please read on to learn more about Nicole 
through her short bio. 
 We had another successful year in terms of the cen-
sus.  Sandy has pulled together some highlights for your ref-
erence. 
 I am pleased that year two is drawing to an end.  As I 
predicted, this year has been full of reporting (one final re-
port for a previous grant, this year’s Annual Report, a Self-
Assessment, and the census).  In addition, the project will 
have a Site Review in June.  A panel of three experts in this 
field will visit to validate the Self Assessment project staff 
submitted in March.  I truly appreciate the support and pa-
tience you have shown while I have had to stay off of the 
road to fulfill these responsibilities. 
 We have an exciting conference planned for this sum-
mer.  Robbi Blaha from Texas School for the Blind and Visu-
ally Impaired and the Texas DeafBlind Project will present 
on puberty and sexuality issues for students with multiple 
disabilities, including those who are deafblind.  I have at-
tended one of her presentations and read her book—I as-
sure you—she is an excellent presenter and really under-
stands this subject.  Parents—it is never too early to get 
yourself prepared!  Professionals—this is not just a topic for 
families!  To register, either complete the registration form 
online or call the project by June 19, 2006. 
 I know that summer will fly by—I hope that you are all 
able to have some fun!  I am already gearing up for a busy 
fall.  If you would like a school or home visit, please contact 
us soon to book an appointment.  For those new to us, our 
new and improved website (www.dbcentral.org) has a de-
scription of services and all of the necessary forms. 
 I hope to see you soon! 

Director 
 Beth Kennedy 
 
Family Support Coordinator 
 Nicole Bruce 
 
Consultants 
 Jill Gaus 
             Susan Langendonk 
             Patti Nowak 
 
Administrative Secretary 
 Sandy Slowinski 
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2005 Census Report 
by Sandy Slowinski 

On February 01, 2006, 1,037 census packets were mailed to the parents and service providers of chil-
dren and young adults who are DeafBlind across the state of Michigan.  As census update forms were returned 
to DB Central, changes were made to the database.  Results were tabulated and sent in to the Federal Govern-
ment on March 30, 2006. 

In all, there were 270 children and young adults reported on the census.  One hundred percent of the 
families who were previously registered were re-registered / accounted for in 2005.  In addition, there were 28 
new children / young adults added to the census.   Eleven children / young adults were removed from the census 
database because they are deceased, have graduated, or no longer qualify for services. 

For your reference, we have included a chart outlining the top six etiologies on our census, the ages of 
children / young adults on our census, deletions after 2005 report was submitted, as well as a Michigan map with 
the number of children / young adults identified per county. 

DB Central provides consultation, training, and information for families and /or professionals who are im-
pacted by or associated with a child / young adult who is deafblind, ages birth through twenty-six.  Services are 
provided year-round, free of charge, and can be accessed until the individual has left their educational setting.  

Top 6 Etiologies on Census

0
5

10
15
20
25
30
35
40

H
er

e
di

ty
 /

C
h

ro
m

o
so

m
al

S
yn

d
ro

m
e

s
an

d 
D

is
od

er
s

U
n

d
ia

g
n

os
ed

C
o

m
pl

ic
at

io
ns

o
f P

re
m

a
tu

ri
ty

C
H

A
R

G
E

P
o

st
-n

at
a

l /
N

o
n-

co
ng

en
ita

l
C

o
m

p
lic

at
io

n

P
re

-n
at

al
 /

C
on

ge
ni

ta
l

C
o

m
pl

ic
at

io
ns

Etiologies

N
u

m
b

e
r 

o
f 

C
h

ild
re

n

Ages of Children/Young Adults on DeafBlind 
Census

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

Birth to Three Age 4-13 Age 14-26

N
um

be
r 

of
 C

hi
ld

re
n

Deletions after Dec 01, 2005, Reporting

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Deceased Graduated Moved - no
forwarding
address

N
um

be
r 

of
 C

hi
ld

re
n



Page 3 DB Star  



Page 4 DB STAR  

 ��� � icole Bruce joined the DB Central staff as the new Fam-
ily Support Coordinator in May of 2006.  Nicole is a Michigan 
native and a graduate of Central Michigan University.  She re-
ceived her bachelor’s degree in journalism / advertising and 
psychology in 2001, and will graduate from the Master of Arts 
counselor education program, also at CMU, in December. 
 She comes from the Houghton Lake area where she had 
worked as a school counselor and teacher as well as a chil-
dren’s case manager for Northern Lakes Community Mental 
Health.  Nicole’s family, her husband and two daughters, are 
very happy for her and are looking forward to relocating closer 

to the Mount Pleasant area.  Nicole is very excited about her new position and is eager 
to meet and work with all of the DB Central families. 

A New Family Support Coordinator Joins DB Central S taff  

· Telephone Contacts 

· On-Site Consultation 

· Information Sharing 

 

· Meeting Support 

· Parent Networking Opportunities 

· Educational Technical Assistance 

Family Support Services Offered  
Through DB Central  

What are Family Support Services? 
 

· A primary aim of family support services is to identify the dreams and goals of fami-
lies regarding their children who are DeafBlind and provide support in the process of 
making those dreams a reality. 

 
· All family support services are conducted using a family-centered/person-centered 

approach. 
 
· Since family support services are intended to reflect the specific needs of each indi-

vidual family, they may look different for each family. Among the services available 
are: referrals to organizations and agencies, the opportunity to link families who are 
or have experienced similar situations or experiences, and access to relevant re-
sources and training. 
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Watch your mailbox for information on 
the  

DB Central Annual Family Retreat 
Valley Plaza Resort, Midland, MI 

September 15-17, 2006 
 

Check the DB Central website for:  
 

 Updated Events List 
Lending Library Catalog 

Program Information 
Resource Guide 

Purchasing Materials 
Newsletters 

���������	���
���

��
��������������	���
���

��
��������������	���
���

��
��������������	���
���

��
������ ���
�����	��������
����
��	��������	������������������
 ����������	��������
����
��	��������	������������������
 ����������	��������
����
��	��������	������������������
 ����������	��������
����
��	��������	������������������
 ����� ����

· ������
������
����������	��

��� �!�����������
���� ������������������
���������
�
"� � ����� ������� 
��� ����� ���
� ���	� �	� ���� �� ����
 ���� ���

�� �	� �

#
��� �$"����������������������
����� ���

����
· %���
�������
���

��� ���
�����������#��#��� ���
��� �
���������� ���&�"�"��

���� �� ��� �	� ��
'��� ��
�� 

�������(� ��
�� 
� �(� �� �� � �	� ��
�� �
���(�
�� ")"��*���(����������

��� ��������	�+���
��(���� � �������	������
��
���,
�
�+����"� ���

����
· -�������� ����� �

��� �� 
����� ��� ��� �������� �����.���� ���� /0� ��

����

����������

��.���
���������	
�����		� ������ ���
����
· 1����
�� ���������
���+��
����

�
���������
�#�	#��� ��"��-������
��� �
#

���
�
�� ����� ���� 
�
����� ���� ����� �		� ����"� � ��+��� �(� ����
 ��� ���
���
 �
���
�
����������
�/02�����
����������
�/02�����
����������
�/02�����
����������
�/02�����(��������������������
��������
" ����

����
· -������
������
����������������������.�������������	�� ������
��. ��������

	� ��&���� ������������
����
��)��
�������������
����	 ������� ������
�&���
����������
������������)"��� ���

����
· ���� �
 �
������
��	�������
������
�� ���������
���� ����� �������������������

���

�� �	� ����� ���
� ��
� �
�� ��
�� 	������ ���� ���� &�" �"� ����� ���������
���
��3���
����	������ ���
�	���������402� �
���
��� �
������������
�)"� ���

�
	���������
	�������
�������+++"���������������" ��� ���



Page 6 DB STAR 

 

 
Summer 2006 
Summer Evaluation Program 
Helen Keller National Center—Sands Point, NY 
HKNC offers an eight (8) week summer evaluation program for individuals 16 years or older who are deafblind.  For 
more information, please contact: Laura Thomas, Regional Representative at 309-755-0018 (TTY) or 
HKNCLJT@aol.com. 
 
June 11-15, 2006 
Michigan Youth Leadership Forum (MYLF) for  
Students with Disabilities 
Michigan State University—East Lansing, MI 
The Michigan Youth Leadership Forum is for high school juniors and seniors with disabilities who have demonstrated 
leadership potential in their communities and schools. The five-day MYLF includes many exciting, educational activities 
to help you toward your career goal.  Contact Bill Milzarski at the Michigan Commission on Disability Concerns, Depart-
ment of Labor and Economic Growth, at 517-335-6004 (V/TTY) or toll free at 877-499-6232 (V/TTY); email at 
MCDC@michigan.gov; or fax 517-335-7773. 
 
June 17-21, 2006 
American Association of the DeafBlind Conference 
Townsend University—Baltimore, MD 
 
June 20, 2006 
Using Verbal Behavior to Analyze Language 
Detroit, MI 
Call toll free: 888-732-7462 or visit www.pecs.com for online registration. 
 
June 22-23, 2006 
Two-Day PECS Training 
Detroit, MI 
Call toll free: 888-732-7462 or visit www.pecs.com for online registration. 
 
June 26– June 30 
DeafBlind Awareness Week 
 
July 9-21, 2006 
Take Control of your Future: Two-week Summer Semina r Program 
Helen Keller National Center—Sands Point, NY 
Have a high school junior or senior who is DeafBlind and wondering about his/her future?  HKNC has the two week pro-
gram for Transition Age Youth who are DeafBlind.  For more information, please contact Laura Thomas, Regional Rep-
resentative at 309-755-0018 (TTY) or HKNC5LJT@aol.com. 
 
July 17-19, 2006 
Summer Institute 2006—Person-Centered Communication  
Westford Regency Inn & Conference Center—Westford, MA 
For teachers, early intervention providers, adult service providers, related service personnel, educational assistants, and 
family members of children with severe/multiple disabilities, including deafblindness.  For more information call Cheryl 
Harvey at 617-972-7515 or Tracy Evans Luiselli at 617-972-7517. 
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July 21-26, 2006 (July 21-24: National Conference; July 25-26 NC Residents Only) 
Dr. van Dijk: Educating Students with DeafBlindness  
Embassy Suites—Greensboro, NC 
Dr. van Dijk is a work renowned educator from the Netherlands who has pioneered teaching approaches for children 
with deafblindness.  For more information contact Ken Prohn at prohn@email.wcu or 828-227-3377 or contact Chris 
Jones at cjones@dpi.state.nc.us or 919-807-3991. 
 
July 26, 2006 
Puberty & Children who Are DeafBlind 
Ms. Robbie Blaha from the Texas School for the Blin d and Visually Impaired 
Kellogg Center—Lansing, MI 
Online Registration at www.dbcentral.org or call toll free 888-758-0508 (V/TTY). 
 
August 24-25, 2006 
Two-Day PECS Training 
Grand Rapids, MI 
Call toll free: 888-732-7462 or visit www.pecs.com for Online Registration. 
 
September 15-17, 2006 
DB Central Annual  Family Retreat 
Valley Plaza Resort—Midland, MI 
Information available in July 2006. 
 
September 21-24, 2006 
Envision 2006 Conference 
Westin Crown Center—Kansas City, MI 
Call 415-883-3301 or visit www.envisionconference.org for Online Registration. 
 
November 5-7, 2006 
2006 Michigan POHI/SXI Conference 
Valley Plaza Resort—Midland, MI 
For help with directions or reservations call 800-825-2700 or 800-871-3710. 
 
November 15-17, 2006 
Michigan Rehabilitation Conference 
Grand Traverse Resort—Traverse City, MI 
For additional information, contact Harry Smith at 517-484-5588 or hsmith2@maro.org. 
 
November 16-17, 2006 
Two-Day PECS Training 
Detroit, MI 
Call toll free: 888-732-7462 or visit www.pecs.com for Online Registration. 
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Michigan Services for Children & Young 
Adults Who Are DeafBlind grants permission 
for individuals, groups, and agencies to re-
print articles from our newsletters. We re-
quest that you document the article with the 
author’s name, date, and DB STAR. 
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DB STAR IS AVAILABLE IN ALTERNATE FORMATS 


